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What I’m Doing
 Mimicking natural communities

 Grasslands

 Savannas

 Results

 Healthy Soil

 Nutrient and Energy Cycling

 Water cycle and utilization

 Habitat

 Diversity

 Communities

 Vibrant and Beautiful

 Resilient and Robust

 Happy and Fulfilling























NRCS Cost-Share
• Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP) 
• Honey Bee and Pollinator 

Initiative 

• Fences

• Seeding

• Water Line

• Water Tanks

• 3 Years Prescribed 
Grazing

• Erosion concerns



NRCS Cost-Share

• Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP)

• 2 Contracts
• Host a Field Day

• Calving Season

• N-fixing cover

• Water tank ramps

• Pollinator Planting





Silvopasture Lessons



Establishment
• 8 acres, 1000 trees in April 

• Pasture seeded and grazed 3x previous year

• Pseudo Keyline

• 45’ row spacing
• Furrow (tree planter) > shovel and hand plant 

• 10’ tree spacing within row

• Modified NAP Pattern
• Permaculture Orchard DVD

• Nitrogen-rich Tree > Apple > Pear

• Savanna Modified

• Chestnut/Pecan/Oak/Basswood (Canopy)> Apple/Pear > 
Redbud > Apple/Pear > Canopy Tree

• Tree Tubes
• Miracle Pro, Blue-X, Arborshield

• Root Dip 
• Arbuscular Mycorrhizae (Endo) *better than ectomycorrihzae
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Tree Upkeep
• No Irrigation

• No Regular Mowing or Weed Management

• Long forage matured and created a mat eventually

• Got away with it

• Mow fencelines for electric netting

• Low Labor Availability

• Constant Standing Up

• Fill in Pig Wallows

• Seed Mudded Areas



Lessons Learned
• Wider Alleys

• 45’ -> 60’ (20% less trees) up to 200’

• Depends on livestock and group size

• Cattle (5 ac/day)

• Pigs and shee (1 acre/wk)

• Mowing area

• Linear or curved?

• Shelters

• Layers

• Sporadic Plantings?

• With Arborshield

• Mandatory for Cattle/Pigs

• Tree Tubes

• Stakes/Post





Miracle Pro Blue-X Arborshield

Costs $3-4 $4 $0-5

Sturdy? Mostly No Yes!

Install 
Time

Quick! Slow Very slow

Reusable? Maybe? No Yes!

Concerns Flimsy, 
Rough 
top

Injury to 
livestock



Wood Fiber Glass Rebar

Costs $1.25-$2 $5 $0-5

Sturdy? No Yes Yes

Reusable? Probably No Yes Yes

Concerns Landfill Heavy
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