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Paddocks in the Northeastern United

Woodland Pasture

STCI tes Onc challenge silvopasture faces in the Northeast is that many
foresters arc unfamiliar with it but very familiar with degraded wood-
land pastures. Over the last 100 years best management practices

Joseph N. Orefice and John Carroll

(BMP) have been developed for open pastures and forest manage-
ment, whereas woodland pasture has remained a taboo subject. Sil-

Outline

A Woodland Pasture
A Wooded Livestock Paddocks

A Livestock for Vegetation
Management

A Silvopasture




Woodland Pasture (Managed?)

Table 1. Distribution of woodland pasture in New York and New England.

% of tortal pasture

No. of farms using acreage that is
State Land in pasture Woodland pasture woodland pasture” woodland pasture
............ (ac). . . oo .
Connecticut 72,018 21,081 1,056 (24) 29
Massachusetts 85,760 17,837 1 ,093 (59) 21
Maine 118,980 27,105 1,103 (58) 23
New Hampshire 406,446 12,447 706 (54) 27
New York 985,494 146,995 5,286 (1806) 15
Rhode Island 10,098 2,281 198 (7) 23
Vermont 195,000 37,100 1,184 (68) 19
Region 1,513,796 264,846 10,626 (4506) 17

Of total pastureland in the 1egion, 1 in 6 acres (17%) is woodland pasture. In the New England states, the proportion of woodland
pasture to total pasture area is more than 1 in 5 (22%). These data are from the Census of Agriculture, but the management of these

pastures was not addressed (Vilsack and Clark 2014).

* Number of farms self-identifying as practicing alley cropping or silvopasture.
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